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DROP SIDE CRIBS RECALLED DUE TO PROBLEMS WITH DROP 
SIDE 

 
 

TAB FIRM Number of 
Cribs 
Affected 

PROBLEM RECALL 
DATE 

1 ORBELLE 
TRADE 

7,700 The crib does not comply with the crib safety 
standards due to a gap between the drop side and the 
mattress support.  This can pose an entrapment 
hazard to infants. 
 

January 2005 

2 SIMPLICITY 40,000 The assembly instructions provided with the cribs 
incorrectly instructs consumers how to attach the 
crib's drop side. If improperly installed, the drop side 
can disengage from the crib, posing fall and 
entrapment hazards for the child. Additionally, the 
metal locking pins on the drop side can pop off, 
presenting a choking hazard. 
 

June 2007 

3 SIMPLICITY 1 Million The drop-side failures result from both the hardware 
and crib design which can cause the drop-side to 
detach from the crib. When the drop-side detaches, it 
creates a gap in which infants can become entrapped. 

September 
2007 

4 SIMPLICITY 600,000 Due to sizing problems with the crib’s hardware, the 
drop side can come off the tracks.  When the drop 
side detaches or partially detaches, it creates a 
hazardous gap, which can lead to infant entrapment 
and suffocation. 
 

September 
2008 

5 DELTA 600,000 The spring pegs in the base of each leg of the crib are 
pushed back into the lower track causing the pegs to 
become non-functional.  If this happens, the drop 
side can detach from the crib and create a gap that 
can entrap an infant or toddler. 
 

October 2008 

6 DELTA 985,000 When the safety pegs in the base of each leg of the 
crib are missing from the lower track, the crib locks 
can disengage and detach if lowered below the peg 
hole, creating a hazardous gap which can lead to the 
entrapment and suffocation of an infant or toddler. 
 

October 2008 
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DROP SIDE CRIBS RECALLED DUE TO SLAT BREAKAGES/ 

DISENGAGEMENTS 
 
TAB FIRM Number of 

Cribs 
Affected 

PROBLEM RECALL 
DATE 

7 VERMONT 
PRECISION 
WOODWORKS 

990 The slats on the cribs can loosen 
and detach from the drop side 
rail, creating a large opening 
between the slats where a child’s 
head or neck can become 
entrapped, resulting in serious 
injury or death. 
 

April 2002 

8 BABI 
ITALIA/LAJOBI 

2,000 The slats on the drop side rails 
can come loose or detach.  A 
child’s head can get caught in the 
space left by loose or missing 
slats, presenting an entrapment 
hazard.  In addition, children can 
fall through the slat opening. 
 

June 2003 

9 CHILD CRAFT 
INDUSTRIES 

3,500 The slats on the drop side rail can 
loosen and detach.  When this 
happens, the space created by the 
gaps can allow a baby to become 
entangled, strangle or fall. 
 

February 2004 

10 BASSETTBABY 18 The spindles on the drop side of 
the crib could loosen creating a 
gap that poses an entrapment and 
strangulation hazard.  
 

February 2008 

11 JARDINE 376,450 The wooden crib slats and 
spindles can break, creating a gap, 
which can pose an entrapment 
and strangulation hazard to 
infants. 

June 2008 
(Recall was 
expanded in 
January 2009 to 
include an 
additional 
56,450 cribs.) 
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DROP SIDE CRIB RECALLED DUE TO MATTRESS SUPPORT 

FAILURES 
 
TAB FIRM Number of 

Cribs 
Affected 

PROBLEM RECALL 
DATE 

12 SIMPLICITY 104,000 The screws on the wooden 
mattress support can come loose 
allowing a portion of the mattress 
to fall, posing a suffocation 
hazard to young children. 
 

December 2005 

13 STORKCRAFT 535,000 The metal support brackets used 
to support the crib mattress and 
mattress board can crack and 
break.  When one or more support 
brackets break, the mattress can 
collapse and create a dangerous 
gap between the mattress and crib 
rails, which can cause a child to 
become entrapped and suffocate. 
 

January 2009 

 
 

DROP SIDE CRIBS RECALLED DUE TO LEAD IN PAINT 
VIOLATION 

 
 
TAB FIRM Number of 

Cribs 
Affected 

PROBLEM RECALL 
DATE 

14 DELTA 335 The crib's paint contains high 
levels of lead. Lead poisoning in 
children is associated with 
behavioral problems, learning 
disabilities, hearing problems and 
growth retardation. 

November 2005 
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TYPICAL PROBLEMS WITH DROP SIDE CRIBS  
 

Drop sided cribs are typically not as rigid as a crib with no drop side.  This is because the 
drop side is not rigidly attached to the other sides of the crib, but is “floating” by the use 
of specialized hardware.  Because of the differences in rigidity, drop sided cribs have 
been known to experience higher rates of failures in other components as well.  The 
hazard of most concern to staff deals with any problem that creates a gap of sufficient 
size that allows a child’s head or neck to become entrapped.  Below are the areas of 
concern that can lead to such gaps: 
 

• HARDWARE FAILURES/BREAKAGES – The detachment of two major crib 
components (drop side, headboard, footboard, stationary side, mattress support) 
have occurred as a result of hardware related issues.  These include plastic 
hardware breaking or deforming; metal hardware deforming and fasteners 
loosening out of wood or metal inserts.  When a detachment occurs, it can cause a 
gap allowing a child’s head or neck to become entrapped.  
 

• ASSEMBLY ISSUES – The detachment of two major crib components (drop 
side, headboard, footboard, stationary side, and mattress support) can also occur 
as a result of various assembly related issues.  Primarily these incidents involve a 
mis-assembly of one or more component.  Crib components on many cribs are 
made so that they can be installed incorrectly, but still appear to work as intended. 
These hazards are hidden, because consumers are unaware that the mis-assembly 
has occurred until an incident happens.  Other situations involve incomplete 
assembly.  If one step of the assembly process is missed, some cribs will still 
appear to operate as intended, and consumers are unaware that a critical safety 
component is missing from the crib, until an incident happens.  When a mis-
assembly or incomplete assembly occurs, it can result in the detachment of two 
connected parts, creating a gap that allows a child’s head or neck to become 
entrapped 
 

• WOOD BREAKAGES/FAILURES – Wood components, such as slats or rails, 
can either break or disengage from the drop side or other parts of the crib due to 
poor quality wood, a lack of effective quality control or poor manufacturing 
methods.  When this occurs, it can cause a gap allowing a child’s head or neck to 
become entrapped.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 


